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Abstract

Text usability for Non-Native Readers of English

Ryuusuke Ueta

The information on present many is outputted to paper media. Two new technolo-
gies, the personal computer and the world wide web, have had a great impact on reading
technology. Suddenly there is an electronic alternative to traditional paper documents.
The main important qualities of web based text are readability, browsability, searchabil-
ity etc. It is thought regardless of paper media and electronic media that "readability”
is greatly influenced by display form. However, the display form of English currently
generally used has the problem. These problems may be attributed to the fact that the
existing display form is not good layout. This study attempts to solve these problems
by developing a new display form (PBM) which more reduces visual stress and raises
degree of comprehension. The evaluation experiment was conducted using an existing
display (NEF) form and PBM. It was the experiment which evaluates visual stress,
degree of comprehension, etc. We conducted two kinds of experiments. One was the
experiment to which English was displayed on one line. Another was the experiment to
which English was displayed on one sentence. In the one-line display, PBM was better
than NEF as a result of the experiment. In the one-sentence display, NEF was better
than PBM contrary to one’s expectations. We predicted that it is because the subject

is not used with PBM.

key words NEFOPBMOReading Timel Test Scorel Reading Speed Readability

One-line display, One-sentence display
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1. These dagrs, many wormen can't stage with theair children. WWhs?

a Thew must do houseworl,
k. Thes are tired
a. They worle outside the home.
d They have no childrean
2. How do many farmilies solve the problam of housework?
2 Theyw share the houseworlk
b. The wife does the houseworl.
c. Thev go out for dinner
d The husband dess the housework.
3. Wheo halped with childeare in the old daz-<?
a The parents
b. The baby=itter.
e The grandparents.

d The companies.
4 What is the problem with childecare healp?

a The grandparents are too far awany
k. The babs=itter.
c. The childeare center
d Childeare is very expensive
8, How do companies help with the childeare problem?
s Thes let the huskbands stop working.
k. They let parants worlk part-tirme.
o Theyw let the children come to worlk.
d They pase for childeare.
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Family life in the United States
by Jacob Sand

Family life in the Tnited States is changing. Thirty or forty vears ago, the wife was called
a "housewife.” She cleaned, cooked, and cared for the children. The husband eamed the
money for the family. He was usually out working all day. He came home tired in the
evening, so he did not do much houseworlk. Andhe did not see the children very rmmch,

except on weekends.

These days, however, more and more wormen work outside the home. They cannot stay
wwith the children all day. They, too, come home tired in the evening. They do not want to
spend the evening cooking dinner and cleaning up. They do not have time to clean the
house and do the laundry. So who is going to do the housework now? Who is going to
take care of the children?

Many ftamilies solve the problem of housework by sharing it. In these families, the
husband and wife agree to do different jobs around the house, or they talke turns doing
each job. For example, the husband always coolis dinmer and the wife always does the
laundry. Or the wife cooks dinner on some mights and the husband cooks dinmer on other
mights.

Then there is the question of the children. In the past, many families got help with child
care from grandparents. Now, farmilies usually do not live near their relatives. The
grandparents often are too far away to help in aregular way.

More often, parents have to pay for childeare help. The help may be a babysitter or a
day-care center. The problem with this kind ofhelp is the high cost. It is possible only for
couples with jobs that pay well.

Parents may get another kind of help from the compani es they work for. Many compari es
now let people wwith children worl: part-timme. That way, parents can spend more time with
their children. Some husbands may even stop working for a while to stay with the
children. For these men there is a new word: They are called "househusbands." In the

United States, more and more men are becoming houschusbands every vear.
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Early Pazzenger Planes -

The YWright brothers made their first flight in 1903, but they probably
newver imagined that one day planes would transport people all over
the world.

In the early davs of aviation, dirigibles, which are huge gaz—filled
balloonz, were uzed to transzport most pazzenegers. The first recorded
pazzenger service by airplane came in 1914, when for 35 a passenger
could flv acrozs Tampa Bay in a two—seater plane. & somewhat larger —
pazzenger plane waz built around the zame time in Buszsia. Thizs plane
had an open deck alone itz back, a place where pazzengers could

wall. during the flieht. Since nearly all early flishts took place in cold,
nwindy planes, pazzengers were often supplied with leather helmets,
gloves, and even hot water bottles,

Early pazzenger fliehts had two major limitations. To be zafe, they
could not fly wery high, and they could not flv at nieht, so flving i
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