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Abstract : Since 1989 a joint Japan-Syria expedition to the Afrin Valley has been conducting
field investigations in the Dederiyeh cave. Nine seasons, 1993 through 2002, excavations were
concentrated in the third chamber of the cave (see Fig. 1). Here it was found a sequence of
superimposed occupations of the Levantine Mousterian period associated with Neanderthal skeletal
remains (Akazawa and Muhesen, 2002/03).

In the 2003 season's excavation work, a series of stratified geological layers was revealed in the
sounding pits of the second chamber. The lithic industries obtained from uppermost part of the
deposit indicated the presence of mixed assemblages of Middle Paleolithic to historic periods. The
underlying middle part of the deposit yielded fewer artifacts of Middle Paleolithic type. At the
lower part of the deposit of square K-22 (see Fig. 12) produced a number of Middle Paleolithic
specimens assigned to an earlier type of Levantine Mousterian flakes and cores (see Figs. 13, 14),
and several cores and side-scrapers of the Lower Paleolithic of Yabrudian type (see Figs. 15, 16).

The last season's excavations focused in the first chamber. They did not produce rich
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archaeological and anthropological materials (see Figs. 8-10), but interesting features characterized

by having wide distribution of limestone gravel with regularity, were detected . They were

designated as parts of Natufian period construction (see Fig. 4). Three significant contributions to

Levantine prehistoric studies stand out from this discovery:

(1) Clarifying the morphology of the

Natufian house construction and their habitation behavioral pattern in the cave, (2) Discussing

differences of the geographical and/or chronological distribution of the Natufian in the Levant, and

finally more significantly, (3) Establishing a far more thorough understanding of the occupation

history covering the Lower Paleolithic to the Natufian, at a single site than was hitherto available.
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OB REERIZI L, P ELTA
P L7 wellry) T 4 Tk
DLBICHBE LS LW I HFENREVD
R E LT 5 (Tensorer and Muhesen 1997).
ARATINW, A=V ARBETEI bk
?D ESR, TLERWEMEZZEIIE, TH L
ZHiHIRARERA Koy T Ly 2 i3 25 ~
40 HHERTEIZH Y 3 5 (Barkai et al. 2003),
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F/2. Y7 VABEdRBOY TVT 4T Y hads
BELZ PR © 72 BReR 4RI 40 FT4AERTIZIEV (Rink
et al. 2004). LA L. 20 ~ 25 H4ERIFZE D4
REWR L. i A ZEEAER 2 S R HIRa
WRRANORIT» EHB O RFE L L THE L
X9 EwIHNELHS (Porat et al. 2002), 7
7)) L HOFRIEKRAETH LD TIDOREIZD
WTaAY MEITERVA CKH. 2005). H
BF LB CRELZ I ABHTHL I L, M
BHMWLAfRa 27y a s EFoTwn
LI EMLAT, FEOBICIZERHEY v 7
Marb EWETE S,

BEHIOY TNVF 4 7 Y EFEY TV, )L
I AFHEILRE Lz L Y 7 2 LI
T LT 5. A#sBEDYe 5 20 AR T2 RE A AR AH
ERTIEDL, TOFRMK - BRIIHEEL TV
v, BEBCIRHBEZ & b 7% ) Blgso LA E X
7 M) 7 HEOFHIEA RO TH S
TEEDEZ. 2OTC, 0NNV - F—E T,
YINWNT 4 T7EvT 7y bost, dbhILEHR
WORMBELHAET Z2OTIE RV LBRAS
EN3BH B (Bar-Yosef 1994), /4, I— v
NROF—FRBLNETT v LY PRIAZRT YT
EEME R LI EIdEL A ASEHBEERATY
b0 TF M) T OMEPERES T A kT
30-35 TR EHEESNLBEN S, ZOHE
EAZLIBTOl - Tx L T4 T UHEHEL
LTw5 (Otte et al. 1998) o # N 5 L HERL T 7
Y hEDOEITES S ZEMIETH o 7245, il
) THRACER N T — WVRJR THRE S N U
A7 & (Nishiaki 2000) & & B2, T IO
FEEHL, COOARBEORA LEMIZOE
BREZMRAZ 0T EEILNS,

4. WRIROEFHEHE

AR RO R FHI % - 2 IR E & 2 Tl
JiBLE (Chamber 3) EIEATWA, Wb A
2T YTV —IVHIXTH Lo M 60 FK
EEHB. INTTHEMHIERSIN TS DI,



FORERTH D, COHMXDOBFLESHOE
BrELoFR*EDLZE2HENE LT, B
FMOLBERBEL 2, BEaid. EEAEO
TREWmE BXEF MR, €260
Wb AEENIEF LT A ETH S (K
17)o

2T VI Y — VHIX ORI LR L E
BLUHRHIHAREREL=y FI~IVOR
DB ENTE 7 (Akazawa et al. 2002). 18
X 0@ F 2 e th IR & BORET L 728 R
KD XD BEFTREE .

(1) AR FA=—ET2S5EICEP > TH
FL, POWHRLLET-oTWS, Thbb, F-
GHIBHI- N FEESHERLTVEL LW, &
NIEARBERBOKEE ShE 74 v ¥ —0
Wi EIZIZ—H LTS (D,

(2) YBHEOFFEIIFHHARERICET
L2l & 22w, RTEAIHA 2RE A O AR I LR
HREIhTwi=Z kol b,

(3) BEELZBOEALBIIERERTTIIAD L
L\, FAZ—DLOMAIHER T 2 HAS
H/-TREESREZ bILD,

(4) HHIEAREAE L ALHETIELNNA
3Fv, LPdFoRLIF2=y PIIIT, k
Biizoy FIIO—H, TREIIKAEDOL
Zy FIVHERLNBIZEE RV,

(5) —F. IBEBRAMLE T 2 KLEBD G BE
EREELCEZA, BRI Y EHFICHHIERA
BRERERYSI 7 L TREL TSI E
PR R a5y FIBVLERE DL E
BT AHEN TH D, UMK DK LIE
BHIEENTWS LHEETX 5,

(6) AMEHFRLE 74 ACIHEE L= v
MextHTsE, CAAZ=v b+ I/II. D ASIII,
EUTAIVICBBLERIETEEEZLNS,
CNIHED ORIRBIE, HEEYOIEKE D
P LT TH Do HERRFER ST IC
Lo THERINLLEND S,
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#8F 2 ——Ix (Oguchi and Fujimoto 2002), —
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Neanderthal No. 2
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£33 77)IRE K22 XHLAH - RHIBRRRE

Early Mousterian* Yabrudian
Locus Locus Locus Locus Locus | Locus Locus | + .,
40 41 42 43 44 46 47
Cores
Levallois 2 0 0 2 1 0 0
Non-Levallois 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 4
Debitage (Non-Levallois)
Core-edge elements 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 2
Cortex flakes 1 0 2 3 1 1 0 8
Part-cortex flakes 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 3
Flakes 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2
Part-cortex blades 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Blades 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Chips 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 5
Debitage (Levallois)
Flakes 0 0 2 3 0 0 0 5
Point 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2
Elongated point 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Blades 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 2
Debordant 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Broken 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Retouched tools
Retouched flakes (Lev.) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Retouched flakes (Non-Lev.) 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 3
Retouched blades (Lev.) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Retouched blades (Non-Lev.) 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2
Scrapers (Lev.) 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Scrapers (Non-Lev.) 0 0 0 1 0 12 2 15
Scrapers (Biface) 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 2
TF flake 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1
Total 8 3 4 17 2 21 7 62

* The specimen from Locus 45 was unavailable,
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