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Discussion on Pile Design Process for Buttress-strengthening

of Existing Reinforced Concrete Building.
-The Case Study for Public Building Designed through the Old Seismic Design Standards-

Kochi University of Technology Graduate School of Engineering
Department of Engineering

Infrastructure Systems Engineering Course

1055151 Kenji NISHITANI

This research work discusses about the feasbility of the most effective method of seismic
improvement of existing reinforced building without any disturbing the activity of its office function.
Selecting the Kochi prefecture office building, the buttress strengthening. However the buttress
strengthening requires rigid rotation resistance at the foundation systems. And a the same time the
resistant story drift angle of each story should be limited within the story drift angle /150 so that
columns of existing structure never occur shear failure.

For the first step of analytical procedure, static elasto-plastic frame analysis was carried out for the
confirmation of required shear capacity can be realized within the target story drift. This series of
analysis was applied only to the bay direction. In order to protect shear failure of columns in existing
building, the target limit response story drift was decided as 1.0 cm in each story. It was easy to construct
upper part of the buttress, however the settlement of piles which support upper buttress should be very
important. This case the pile of each buttress will be loaded 975 ton. For such axid load to the pile, the
proportional allowable settlement is less than 2.8 cm. It was solved that the horizontal length of buttress
could be a little enlarged. Then the required additiond shear capacity by buttress could be sufficiently
controlled considering limited deformation.

Besides this typical strengthening method, another pile setting system was dso tried to be developed.
The pile system needs enough depth reaching hard soil layers. So the length of pile will be much longer
which will lead high cost. Constructing “triangular shape of the forces’, much low cost foundation
system was devised. This method can be applied in deep soft soil layers without expecting enough strong
soil layers. However such detailed construction procedure should be discussed in much more detail
parts.



