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Abstract

Text usability for Non-Native Readers of English

Ryuusuke Ueta

The information on present many is outputted to paper media. Two new technolo-
gies, the personal computer and the world wide web, have had a great impact on reading
technology. Suddenly there is an electronic alternative to traditional paper documents.
The main important qualities of web based text are readability, browsability, searchabil-
ity etc. It is thought regardless of paper media and electronic media that "readability”
is greatly influenced by display form. However, the display form of English currently
generally used has the problem. These problems may be attributed to the fact that the
existing display form is not good layout. This study attempts to solve these problems
by developing a new display form (PBM) which more reduces visual stress and raises
degree of comprehension. The evaluation experiment was conducted using an existing
display (NEF) form and PBM. It was the experiment which evaluates visual stress,
degree of comprehension, etc. We conducted two kinds of experiments. One was the
experiment to which English was displayed on one line. Another was the experiment to
which English was displayed on one sentence. In the one-line display, PBM was better
than NEF as a result of the experiment. In the one-sentence display, NEF was better
than PBM contrary to one’s expectations. We predicted that it is because the subject

is not used with PBM.
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