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Abstract

The Effect of Cursor Shape and Size on Pointing Efficiency

Shohei SUZUKI

The cursor is enumerated in the main component of GUI of OS widely at present
widespread. The cursor is important as the information presentation means for user
to inform of the hint of the operation and the state of the operation by the feedback
such as changes in shape. The most commonly used cursor shape is an arrow. It’s hard
to say at this stage what shape of cursor is the best (for users who are unaccustomed
to using a PC). The minute tip of the cursor is difficult to see and to place precisely
into a target. Accurate placement of the cursor requires a keen eye, a steady hand and
delicate motion of the hand. It is easy for the user to be very small to size about most
arrow cursors compared with the display, and to lose sight of the cursor. These causes
significant physical and psychological burdens such as shoulder and neck stiffness and
emotional fatigue. Thus, this research focused on the effect of the shape and size of the
cursor on pointing efficiency for middle-aged and older adults. Thus, we seek to find

the best shape and size for cursors.
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