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Abstract

Execution of environmental education program using

the five senses in Kochi

YAMANAKA, Kazuki

English Abstract

Nowadays, not a few children responsible for the next era are facing many serious problems.
Environmental education is considered one of methods to solve these problems. In addition, I felt the
feeling that I am being really alive through the five senses when I participated in an event of tree
planting that Kochi prefecture sponsored in the last spring. Feeling that I wanted many children to
feel this alive feeling, therefore, I plan and execute the environmental education program fully
utilizing the forest environment that is a characteristic of Kochi. It should be noted that this
environmental education emphasizes the viewpoint of “growing together” instead of the traditional
viewpoint of “teaching and fostering.” Through my participation in various environmental education
programs, I became to believe that it is important for children to learn together and grow together.

Toward the execution, I planned and developed the program with full support and cooperation by
the incorporated association of forest and green in Kochi prefecture. Then I asked Kuzume
elementary school in Tosayamada town and the school for the disabled children attached to the
Department of Education at the Kochi University to participate in this program. I sent invitation
letters to these schools because I believe that students at these schools can grow together regardless
of handicap. Although I bothered their teachers by a sudden request, they ask many of their students
to participate in this program. Because of their kind cooperation, I was happy to have many
participants and to run the program smoothly.

After the program I asked participants their impressions towards the program and tried to analyze
its effectiveness. Results of the analysis seem to show that there is some distinction in between
impressions by children and adults. Many children were feeling the nature through one of the five
senses. On the other hand, many adults were feeling the nature while bringing back the past of

him/herself or thinking about important person deeply.
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