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Abstract

Investigation about the thinning method using the forest en-

vironmental tax of Kochi Prefecture

INOUE, Yuta

In recent years, prices of wood have been lowered in Japan since the import of foreign
wood was liberalized. It caused a decline of management will of forestry managers. Con-
sequently, the artificial forest is left unmanaged, and its desolation progresses. People are
anxious about the decline of the function of forests and outbreak of natural disasters, etc.
In Kochi Prefecture, in order to preserve the forest by all people of the prefecture, the
forest environmental tax was introduced from fiscal 2003.

After introduction of the tax, the effect of improvement in people-of-the-prefecture con-
sciousness towards forest management has shown up. However, it still seems insufficient.
Moreover, although the actual thinning area is higher than the thinning target, this area
is not sufficient enough to improve the multiple functions of forests. Since the first phase
of the tax will be completed in the next year, it is a time to discuss whether the tax is ef-
fective and should be continued and where should be improved if there is any.

In this research, an attempt is made to identify problems associated with the forest en-
vironmental tax from literature surveys and interviews, to analyze and structurize main
problems, and to derive solutions to the problems.

As a result of analysis, various problems are identified including inadequate cooperation
between volunteer organizations and the silviculture worker. The author first proposes

more collaboration and cooperating from the silviculture workers and Kochi prefecture
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with volunteer organizations to increase the opportunities and amount of volunteer ac-

tivities. The second proposal is active disclosure of information on volunteer organiza-

tions’ activities. These measures are expected to bring effects of better understanding of

the forest environmental tax and raising concerns with forest by people-of-the prefecture.

Through these effects, the author hopes that development and management of forests

through active participation by people-of-the-prefecture will be promoted.
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