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Abstract

A study on transition of people’s perspectives towards Monobe river

OBATA, Hiroki

The Kochi Prefecture Monobe river used to be a perfectly clear class A river with a lot of Ayu, sweet-
fish, where many fishemen from various places nationwide visited. However, it has problems such as
the murky waters and water shortages under the present situation, and existence of ayu is virtually zero
compared with the past. These river problems cannot be solved only by fishery people. To raise
awareness of people residents in the river basin, river environmental preservation activities are active-
ly done; however, residents’ concern is still thin low. The objective of this paper is to clarify transition
of people's perspectives towards Monaobe river. It is found from interviews and literature review that
river water was taken for most water used in life during postwar days. However, relations with the riv-
er came to disappear almost in 1970's by development of industry and a large-scale earthworks.
Moreover, the situation that agriculture is in danger due to depopulation has been understood as one of
the reasons why the farmer's concern to river is thin. It appears in the maintenance of Tayaku, water-
ways of paddy fields. Due to decline decline in agriculture, the maintenance costs of the waterway and
the farming route are increasing. It comes to the situation, thus, that these costs cannot be borne by an
individual. Moreover, it is found that the fishery cooperative who is supposed to protect the river had
done improper management activities. This fact has been making people in the river basin distrust the
fishery cooperative. Based on these findings, a proposal is made to improve river environment.
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