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This thesis is concerning the location and characteristics of a “CHA-DOU” located in Taisho, Shimanto town

Kochi prefecture

“CHA-DOU” are found in the mountain areas of Western and Southern Kochi. They are generally a square, four
sided, wooden, one story structure, spanning from 1.8m-5.4m

The rear wall is enclosed, and has various statues and an alter on the inner side. This is to allow people

to show reverence to the Buddhist monk “KOBO DAISHI” . In the era when “CHA-DOU’ s” were built walking

was the main form of transportation. Therefore they are located on roads or intersections which were passed

by many people. This allowed them to be used by villagers, travelers and HENRO as both a rest place and a

place to sleep. Also it enabled local villagers to be able to watch for strangers from other areas

The purpose of this thesis is to consider the report of “CHA-DOU” in Taisho area, and the location and space

composition of “CHA-DOU” in the area

-In the foreword, I state the background, purpose, the past study and content of this work

-In chapter 1, I write about what I understand about “CHA-DOU” from talking with local people, literature
research and my own basic knowledge. [ state a definition of “CHA-DOU” , history of “CHA-DOU” and a local

expanse of “CHA-DOU”

-In chapter 2, 1 analyze the map from my field study, and consider the location and change in appearance of

“CHA-DOU” . I state about the relation between the village, streets, topography and “CHA-DOU”

-In chapter 3, I consider fromwhat I have learned frommy field study and survey about both the space composition

of “CHA-DOU” and the way in which they were arranged

-In the last chapter, I revise about what [ have written, mainly focusing on chapter 2. Also considering

what possible uses and benefits there may be for “CHA-DOU” in the future

-As an appendix, I attach “a distribution map of CHA-DOU in the Taisho area and a complete map of “CHA-DOU”
in the Taisho area
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