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Abstract

A fundamental research on regional disaster
manmagement by constructors and people in Kochi

Prefecture

BABA, Taichiro

Historically the enterprises related to the construction in Japan are deeply involved
with not only development and management of infrastructure facilities but also the
disaster management activities in the region including the remediation of the facilities
after the disaster. Especially, the constructors in the region work effectively at the time of
natural disaster by making the best use of their human resources, the construction heavy
equipment, and the network in the region. Moreover, the building constructors try to do
the early detection of the disaster and proactive and reactive measures by voluntarily
doing the patrol activities in the region. The building constructor in the region is the one
who can do restoration and the reconstruction activities first; thus, their existence is very
important. However, the business environment that surrounds the construction industry
In recent years is very severe. The public-works spending has been recently decreasing
very much, and low-priced tenders accompanied by excessive competition of the market
frequently happen. It was thought that the ability of “the defending person in the region”
against the disaster, that is another role of the building constructor, has now been

decreasing gradually. These situations make the business of the constructor in the region



more difficult.

In this study, attempts are made of summarizing the history of natural disasters in the
past, the historical transition of the numbers of the constructors and the construction
heavy equipments in the region, and the issues of regional disaster prevention by the
regional constructors through hearing surveys towards practitioners in the construction
industries. Based on these findings, focusing on one area in Kochi, a proposal is made to
build an organization called “the regional disaster management conference” for better

disaster management in the region.
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