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Consciousness Structure of the Involved Parties in the
Monobe River Improvement and Maintenance

Takuya Komatsu

Abstract

There exist various flood control, water utilization, and environmental problems in the
Monobe River basin. To solve those problems, River Improvement and Maintenance (RIM)
has been carried out by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport (MLIT) from three
perspectives of flood control, water utilization, and environment. On October 2011, a meeting
on RIM of Monobe River in the past was held at Kochi University of Technology, involving
MLIT and 21st Century (an voluntary organization with the full name as Monobe River 21st
Century Oriented Forest and Water Association). As a student of Watanabe Tsunemi Labora-
tory, I had the opportunity to attend this meeting. There I found that MLIT and 21st Century
had many conflicting opinions on RIM of Monobe River. It was then considered whether
some aspects could be improved or not.

Inquiring survey on the Consciousness Structure of MLIT and 21st Century regarding
RIM construction methods has been conducted. It followed a cyclic process with four steps as
Target Setting (TS)—Prediction and Analysis (PA)—Means and Derivation (MD)—Result
and Comparison (RC). A further comparison was then made.

From the survey results, it is clarified that MLIT takes flood control into first considera-
tion. Although flood control is certainly the first priority regarding the safety of human beings,
it is not necessarily sufficient seen from the perspective of river environment. Actually, MLIT
also takes consideration of river environment besides flood control. However, due to insuffi-

cient experience on some occasions, or constraints of MLIT itself, there are some RIM con-
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structions projects being conducted that appear ineffective to 21% Century. Therefore, it is
suggested that MLIT incorporate 21st Century with its experience and wisdom in order to get

better and close RIM approach from perspectives of both flood control and environment.
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