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Study on an animation as a regional vitalization tool

—case of Saitama, Toyama and Tokushima prefecture —
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Abstract

Study on an animation as a regional vitalization tool

—case of Saitama, Toyama and Tokushima prefecture—

YOSHIKI, HAMAGUCHI

Rural area has problems such as slow economy, declining birthrate and aging
population.

While there are many activities to cope with the issues, animation, recently,is
paid attention as a tool for regional vitalization. This is due to change of the role of
animation. Originally, animation has been simply a video soft to be enjoyed by an
individual viewer. It changed the role to create a so-called “Ba”, which is a shared
space for emerging relationship.

This research investigates effectiveness and condition of the animation to
regional vitalization. Three cases of Washinomiya Town in Saitama prefecture,
Nanto Johana in Toyama prefecture and Tokushima city in Tokushima prefecture
have been studied. The role of animation was clarifiedto provide a platform where
stakeholders can share experience.

It is relatively easy to implement arevitalization activity in the virtual space
provided by animation, which can later be realized in the real physical
space.Interaction between the virtual space and the real physical space can

contribute to efficient regional vitalization activities.
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