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Abstract
Considerations on the spatial quality of Arase and Nishinomine -Through the analysis of

spatial composition of two villages located in one mountain slope area-

Infrastructure Systems Engineering Course
1255061 Koido Minoru

The purpose of this study is to clarify the spatial characteristics of the Arise and
Nishimine settlements. Spatial characteristics refer to the overall characteristics that can be
understood from the arrangement and composition of natural conditions (topography),
human factors (roads, waterways, residential areas, religious sites, and agricultural lands),
and other factors. The spatial characteristics of the target area will focus on the individuality
and commonality of the spaces of two villages coexisting side by side on a single
mountainous terrain. The target spaces are those that existed after the Meiji period (1868-
1912), when the present terraced rice field villages were formed, and before the period of
high economic growth, when car traffic developed.

Arise and Nishimine are terraced rice field villages located on the right bank of the
Monobe River, which flows through the central part of Kochi Prefecture, adjacent to a
mountain slope called "Takounoyama" and surrounded by rivers to the east, west, and south.
The two villages are located in one mountainous area, but each has a different history and
beliefs, including a unique clan deity. On the other hand, the two villages share many
similarities and commonalities, such as the fact that they are both terraced rice paddy
villages, that they are separated by mountainsides and foothills, that they share one
waterway, which is an important space in terraced rice paddy villages, and that each village
has a mountain deity who worships Takounoyama. Thus, the two villages coexist in one
mountainous area and are characterized by having both individual spaces and shared spaces.

In order to clarify the spatial characteristics of the two settlements, the first step in this
study is to understand the spatial elements of the two settlements by first understanding the
characteristics of the topography, which is a natural condition, and the distribution of
human-made spaces such as streets and waterways within the settlements. Next, a spatial
configuration map is drawn based on the characteristics of the spatial distribution, and
finally, spatial characteristics that can be deciphered from the spatial configuration map are
presented. These procedures are universal research methods for spatial studies in the field of
rural planning. However, the perspective of this study, which focuses on the solidarity and
commonality of two villages located in the same mountainous area, is unique.

Currently, depopulation is progressing rapidly in the mountainous areas in the upper and



middle reaches of the Monobe River watershed area, but the two villages of Arise and
Nishimine, while each having their own identity, seem to be living side by side with each
other, rooted in their places. By clarifying the nature of these spaces, we can gain insight
into how to live together while acknowledging diversity in the modern age, and how to live
in harmony while living apart from each other in contrast to the overcrowding that has

occurred since the "corona" period.
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