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Abstract
Renovative-design of vernacular houses along

the old main load in Tosayamada town

Infrastructure System Engineering Course

1255059 Tomoki Ookawa

The purpose of this master's design is to provide a renovative design for a traditional old
private house located along the old highway in the town of Tosa-Yamada. Renovative design
is a design technique in which an existing old house is transformed into a spatial model and

renovated as if it were being renovated.

The renovation of an old private house is characterized by the accumulation of traces of
renovation that have been built up to the existing building, and the design can take advantage
of this accumulation. On the other hand, in a newly constructed house, the accumulation of
time is not internalized as in a renovation, and the design is not related to the location or
history of the house. When new houses are built in areas where there are many traditional old
houses, the fact that they do not have a sufficient accumulation of local history is problematic

from the perspective of passing on local character.

In this master's design project, first, a spatial model will be planned based on an
understanding of the existing traditional minka spaces through field and literature surveys.
Next, goals for space and environmental performance to be met by the house that are
compatible with the current context are established, and nonconformities with these goals are
resolved through spatial renovation. Renovation is characterized by the fact that the existing
traditional old house itself is the object of renovation, while renovative design is characterized
by the fact that a spatial model is set up and new construction is carried out as if it were a

renovation.

The area covered by this design shall be along the old highway in Tosa-Yamada Town. Here,
there are traditional old private houses with a unique local style, which were formed in
response to the local environment and livelihood. Specifically, they are townhouse-type
houses and farmhouse-type huts. The presence of these two types of houses along a single
street is rare, and is a unique feature of this area. However, many of these private homes have
been lost in recent years, and spaces with accumulated history are being lost. In addition, new

houses built in recent years are of a type of architecture that has nothing to do with these



regional spaces.

Therefore, a renovative design method for traditional old houses will be developed for this
area. This will make it possible to design new houses that spatially inherit the historical

accumulation of traditional minka while also conforming to the context of modern society.



