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Abstract

Design for the Revitalization of Waterfront along Ichihori River
Infrastructure Systems Engineering Course

1275057 Ishikawa Ryotaro

Ichihori River, located in Wakayama City, Wakayama Prefecture, was originally excavated as an
outer moat of Wakayama Castle and has historically supported Wakayama's commerce as a
transportation route for goods. However, in its current state, buildings along the river are constructed
with their backs facing the water, creating a closed-off space that fails to utilize the river's full
potential. Additionally, as urban planning transitions from a car-centered to a pedestrian-centered

approach in the future, the design of riverfront and street spaces will also need to evolve.

The purpose of this design is to revitalize the waterfront along the historically significant Ichihori
River by creating an integrated and open space that serves as a place of relaxation for local residents

and brings vibrancy to the central urban area.

To achieve this, three key visions were established: "Creating a Hub of History and Vibrancy,"

"Enhancing Urban Walkability," and "Establishing Everyday Community Spaces."

For "Creating a Hub of History and Vibrancy," the design aims to provide views of Wakayama
Castle, the city’s landmark, from Ichihori River, allowing people to engage with the moat and castle

in their daily lives.

For "Enhancing Urban Walkability," the project integrates a water transport plan on Ichihori River
and establishes connection points between the waterfront space along the river and the street space
along Keyaki Boulevard. This approach seeks to extend the vibrancy that was previously scattered

across different locations to the entire city.

For "Establishing Everyday Community Spaces," the design harmonizes architecture and civil
engineering to develop an integrated space along both the waterfront and Keyaki Boulevard, creating

a comfortable environment where citizens can relax in the heart of the city.

Based on these three visions, this study proposes a design for the revitalization of waterfront along

Ichihori River.
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