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A mixing procedure for mitigating the change in self-compacting performance
over time of fresh concrete with carbonated water

Kyoka SATO
ABSTRACT

Self-Compacting Concrete (SCC) is useful for improving construction efficiency and reducing
workload by taking advantage of its fluidity in the formwork, since it is filled by the action of gravity
to every corner of the formwork with dense reinforcing bars. Fresh concrete gradually loses softness
from the time of kneading due to the progress of cement hydration reaction, which may hinder
construction. Concrete should normally maintain its self-compacting performance for 2 hours after
production, preferably 3 hours in the case of self-compacting concrete, which cannot compensate for
self-compacting performance by vibratory compaction, considering transportation time and time for
placing on site. As a technique to prevent the softening of cement as the hydration reaction progresses,
Poly carboxylic acid-based high-performance AE water reducers have been developed and are
commonly used for self-compacting concrete.

Kochi University of Technology has focused on the effect of sucrose addition to inhibit the hydration
reaction of cement and has confirmed the effectiveness of sucrose addition to inhibit the decline in
self-compacting performance of fresh concrete with the passage of time. However, it was found that
the addition of sucrose did not result in the development of strength at the age of one day. On the other
hand, it was confirmed that the use of commercially available carbonated water as mixing water had
no effect on the initial strength development, while it suppressed the decline in self-compacting
performance over time.

In this study, we explored a new method to suppress the decline of self-filling performance over
time without affecting the initial strength development by using carbonated water as mixing water
instead of sucrose. The procedure of mixing with carbonated water to minimize the change of self-
compacting performance over time was explored for the relative flow area ratio, which is an index of
softness of fresh mortar that constitutes self-compacting performance, and the funnel flow velocity
ratio, which is an index of viscosity.

It was confirmed that the decrease in softness of fresh mortar over time is suppressed by carbonated
water mixing because the amount of high-performance AE reducer added to obtain the required
softness immediately after mixing is about twice as large as the required amount. The increase in the
required amount of additive may increase the amount remaining in the cement immediately after
kneading, which is gradually adsorbed over time to maintain the softness.

As the kneading time increases, dispersion between cement particles increases and the total surface
area of the cement particles increases, the required amount of high-performance AE thickener added
becomes larger and the amount of softness decrease over time can be reduced. We found that the
relationship between the amount of high-performance AE reducer added to obtain the specified
softness at the time of kneading and the amount of decrease in softness up to 3 hours after kneading is
almost constant, regardless of the season, the amount of thickener added, or whether or not soda water
is used. By using this relationship, it is possible to establish an efficient formula determination method
in actual production using the amount of high-performance AE water reducer added to obtain the
specified softness at kneading as an indicator.



