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Abstract

Design of Places Where Diverse Entities Co—-Exist

— A Time—Scale Analysis of Rural Mountain Landscapes in Japan —
Ryuji Onishi

Keywords Co—presence, Environmental Foundation, Rural Mountainous Areas, Spatial

Generation, Heterogeneous Coexistence

This study investigates sustainable environmental formation in rural mountainous areas
by examining co-presence: a condition in which heterogeneous actors and activities
continuously engage with the same place. While prior discussions on regional sustainability
have addressed social circulation (e.g., human mobility and related populations) and
spatial overlap of activities, the spatial conditions linking these perspectives remain
underexplored

Here, co—presence is defined as a generative condition in which diverse entities—humans,
natural elements, artifacts, actions, and traces—share a place while maintaining
differences and forming dynamic relationships. Using photographic documentation, 27 cases
collected mainly in Kami City, Kochi Prefecture, were analyzed through three lenses: short—
term behaviors, directions and extents of spatial occupation, and the degree of inherent
order in arrangements

Results show that co—present landscapes are generated through minor everyday behaviors
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such as “hanging,” “gathering,” “slipping into,” “aligning,” and “sheltering,” which
repeatedly occur under specific spatial conditions. Based on these behaviors, six
generative types were identified. Cross—case comparison indicates that co—presence is
shaped not by behavioral diversity alone, but by the relationship between short—term
behaviors and spatial conditions that accommodate them.

The study further extracts an environmental foundation: a bundle of spatial conditions—
such as support, coverage, boundaries, and residual spaces—that collectively makes short-—
term behaviors more likely to emerge. Co—presence is thus positioned not as a fixed spatial
form, but as a structure continually generated through interactions between short—term
behaviors and environmental foundations. This perspective offers a framework for

reconsidering spatial design as arranging conditions that enable co—presence



